January 28, 1963

Dear “ob and Family,

it was good to hear from you. Thanks fr your
concern and orayer, plus the help,

I like the somnd of the rec
couch, I could come down to preach dn your pul-
pit, and if the committee felt very strongly about
my preaching for them in definite view of a call,

I could afford to take enother Sunday away, There
seems to be ho other way to do it, That will be
o.k., though, if they want me to come. In fact,

I hope they do.

riendatiom to

Betty and T were talking avout the fact that
e church had problems. Betty said,
"wau who can afford to be choosy :bout prob—
ens?

Things are not too b.d here. I think they are
just as determined thatl leive, but_are not going
to put pressure, just so 1 do what 1 can to lind a
place to serve

The church is down, but not so vad that they
wouldn't improve imuediately with a oit of visi-
tation by Sunduy School teachers, am a bit of
good spirit on the part of some of the members. It
just won't satisfy some of them till the church re-
furns to the spirit of enthusiasm it had 1k years
aro when it was new. inything short of that mikes
them comaplain? about what is wrong with their
church, On every hand you heur complaints thit

church is £:ing dowm, and higooen for seve 4l years,
After o while T felf’that nothing would sam.sfy theg
and on every hand ¥oF heard gripes that make me fecl

it to be almost impnssible to become enthusiastic
about_trying to gec people to come to church, muss
much less try to a lost man or child to come,
into Christian fallcwsh;,p? in theis church, They'd
freeze to death from lack of Christian warmth after
they once came into the church, This neg:tive atti-
tude hes driven off more thom one person in the past
two years, because I've talked to the new ones about
why they no longer attend. Some of them have becn
zo°d workers in other churches, in other towns,



but they almost won't touch Gentrad. We've even
zotten to the place where we dreaded going to cBurcn
on Sunday. Se, vou can see that it 's no wonder I
couldn't preach with the drive L want to. but, after
this upheaval and then the ivangelism Venference,
I feel like a new man, 1 don{t expect any change in
tha atitude of the d8acoms, but I'm sure the change
in me is evident. Sever:l have commented on it.
God's grace is sufficient, He 'll see us_through.
Strangely cnough, Betty and 1 feel a real peace in
the face of possible real trouble if they should get
anxious to try te hurry the Lord's will, But, vhey
(the Deacoms, or , to use a more oftem applied te:
from the Bible, the Samhedrin) say they don't wanc to
hurt us, but just Yot mo te seek another field in
i y they feel, nce
there are 13 of he\p, L‘xe Lmre part of our raithful
vhurch nucleus, I eason to do anything else,
It could only end in msery, hurt te the family, and
I really believe trouble in the churbh, @k if I
tried to justfight it outs So, avay we g3000000}

do want to-mesv: move soom, if possible.
1d be nice to be in zodd distince of you,, nd
casier for Mother to visit all of us, Also, we d
have easier drives to see Betty's folks. As théy
zet older, that takes on more significance. We ve
felt so isolated here, so far from everyone, tiat
at times we've felt m rry for ourselves, 1 suppose.

Please pardon the messy t¥ping. I'm in a hurry,
and wanted to ansver uhile this was fresh on my hind.
We enjoyed rho cartoon, How true it is. ke
proaching the 't hit $oo hard o e
and pet va . iost of mysermons hive been on
the ihice of the hricticn 1ife, involving total
gation, especially in the tine devoted to the
ford's werk. Tree prosched miny other Shome
themes, but this they don't like! One man, a pre,
told a visiting rreacher my sermons were light, and
shallow. ihere is the heart of the problem, and it
has sort of come out in the open. his is a hot
bed of pre-ism, as you probebly remémber from hear-
ing of some so called"Bible Conferences" held dur-
ing or_follwoing Ralph's stay at Pennington. Be-
cause I told a ring-lecder in the church, a lay-
preacher who teaches a class, that I was not a pre
and could never even consider becoming one, he an
his follwoers s¢y i'm a modern product of Modernistic
seninapies and colleges. It's even said in the T.U
and 3.5. I1ve he rd many corments about these young
preachers who cime out of seminary not believing or




reaching the Bible. These have been in the Adult
8ept. assemblies and even in the Training Union to
vhich Betty belongs, They'll do anything to dis-
credit one who openly disagrees, I'v Eles preached
n_it in the pulpit, only in private, but they still
talk about it everywhere they get togebher. The wall
of our SS rooms are old and thin, and I've heard m
many things thathave sent me to the pulpit just absu
about beaten down. If they'll rum a mén down in &
class room, what will thoy ds in aprivate ceavers-
ation?. I was beat before I came here, just decause
of a personal conviction, Deliver me f.rm these lay
"preachers”. The man who held the first secret meet-
ing with them is the manager of our eacanrmant, iaad
is a fine Christian man, going te “&pan in March,
But these lay preachers get to thirking that, because
they can do a fair job im the pubpif,they can take
on a paster's responsibility. They're not preizred.
They don't even begin to understand the mind of a
rastor, or what he has to be to do his work. The:
think in tcrms of hours, money, products, and high
pressure in selling, along with the demand of im-
mediate , visible, results, In church work these
thigns are in almost opposite occurenceand mpornance
from the business world. But, boy, this man her
in my church, shinks he is & qualified wxpert to
judge &ny and all preachers. Deliver me}

Well, enough of this. Cotta close. Teacher's
meetin in two hours, three hours of work to dd,
Stay sober, write soon, pray often, and rush that
cormitteel




